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This Week 


Inherit the Wind-National - 
9/17. Re-opens with Melvyn 
Douglas replacing Paul Muni 
-». Three Penny Opera-De 
Lys 9/20...Marcel Marceau- 
Phoenix 9/20...Henry IV-Part 
I-City Center 9/21. 


Future Dates 


Day By Sea- ANTA 9/26... 
D'Oyly Carte-Shubert 9/29... 
Hear! Hear! -Ziegfeld 9/27... 
Maurice Chevalier- Playhouse 
9/28... View From Bridge- 
Coronet 9/29. 


Oct Dates 


Young and Beautiful- Long- 
acre 10/1...Island of Goats- 
Fulton 10/3... Tiger at Gates- 
Plymouth 10/4... Anne Frank- 
Cort 10/5... Wooden Dish- 
Booth 10/6...Hour Glass- Bway 


Cong. Church 10/9... Joyce Gren- 
fel-Bijou 10/10... Carefree Tree- 


Phoenix 10/1... Will Success 
Spoil Rock Hunter- Belasco 
10/12...Shepard's King-Down- 
town National 10/12... Desk 
Set-Broadhurst 10/13... Room- 
ful of Roses-Playhouse 10/17... 
Cherry Orchard-4th St 10/17... 
Heavenly Twins-Golden(?)- 
10/19. 


Macbeth- Jan Hus 10/18... 
No Time for Sgts-Alvin 10/20 
...Song of Sorrow- Blackfriars 
10/24... Comedia Francaise- 
Broadway 10/25... Chalk Gar- 
den- Barrymore 10/26. 
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Catch A Star-Plymouth 9/6. Slight majority of NY 


.daily reviewers filed mild pro notices for musical re- 


vue presented by Ray Golden and Sy Kleinman. While 
Times, Mirror and World Telegram-Sun critics filed 
equally mild con notices on the season's first show. 
Pro side headed by Kerr, Herald Tribune, who billed 
it as truly passable entertainment. David Burns, Pat 
Carroll were okayed in certain spots, depending upon 
their material. To Chapman, News, Helen Halpin was 
star of evening which he summed up as disarming. 
Fresh, engaging, diverting little entertainment, added 
Watts, Post. While McClain, Journal American, noted 
some sprightly new talent, an agreeable if not distin- 
guished score, a few hilarious sketches and a general 
atmosphere of enthusiasm. Con side headed by At- 
kinson, Times, who found only a half hour of it worth- 
while, the rest mediocre. Despite excellent intentions 
show does not have what it takes, fears Coleman, Mirror. 
Hawkins, WT&S, panned it as equal to TV fare. Both 
Coleman and Hawkins reported first nighters cheered. 


Othello-City Center 9/7... Brattle Shakespeare 
Players production featuring William Marshall, Jer- 
ome Kilty and Jan Farrand was approved, with reser- 
vations, by all but two of NY daily appraisers. Two 
who vetoed proceedings as dull were Watts, Post, and 
Hawkins, WT&S. Several, Atkinson, Times, included, 
complained that Marshall as Othello did not always 
speak clearly. While Herald Tribune man missed the 
majesty and eloquence expected, he did find it exciting. 
Play as presented is more rewarding than Desperate 
Hours, comments Coleman, Mirror. 


Better Programs Urged 


The character of the characters should be identified 
in program listings, suggests Chapman, News. Critic 
would also like a biography of author instead of details 
of each bit-player. Fanny listings were approved. 


| 


NY theatre producers have two less 
houses to try to rent. The Ziegfeld has 
been leased for 7 years to NBC TV for 
color broadcasts by Billy Rose. While 
the 48th St Theatre, whose roof recent- 
ly caved in, will be torn down due to 
excessive rebuilding costs. 


PLAYS 


Inherit the Wind resumes Sept 17 

...- Ankles Aweigh closes Sept 17... 
Lunatics and Lovers closes Oct 8... 
Anniversary Waltz closes Sept 24... 
Tamburlaine the Great will open at 
Broadway Jan 9 with Canada Shakes- 
pearean Festival Company... Deadfall 
opens at Holiday Oct 27... Thornton 
Wilder's The Matchmaker opens in 
late November at Royale. ..Max Wilk's 
as yet untitled play will open in NY the 
week of Jan 23, 


PLAYERS 


Paul Muni has been released from 
Mount Sinai Hospital, NY, following the 
removal of his left eye and is resting 
at home... Tammy Grimes subbing for 
vacationing Kim Stanley, Bus Stop... 
Tani Seitz signed for Island of Goats, 
twin sister Dran in Plain and Fancy... 
Joey Faye signed for Amazing Adele 
...Martin Gabel replaced Henry Morgan 
in Will Success Spoil Rock Hunter?2.. 
Philip Loeb, Aline Bernstein and Horace 
Braham died. 


OTHER BROADWAYS 


Porgy and Bess will play in Mos- 
cow after closing in Mexico City Oct 
22... Teahouse of the August Moon may 
be sent to Asia by ANTA... Canada 
Shakespeare Festival to have permanent 
building by 1957. 


SHOW TRAIN NEWS 


Columbus Dispatch offering 4 show 
NY junet for $89.50... Cleveland Press 
will bring 400 for 4 shows Oct 15 for 
$94.50... Louisville Courier All Pull- 
man Show Train Oct 2 will handle 150 
at $150, while a Dec 4 Louisville Show 
Train will package at $94.75... Long 
Island Railroad and ANTA will run 
monthly "Theatre Days" with special 
rates to specfic shows and including 
dinner at Sheraton- Astor Hotel... Am- 
erican Airlines and Waldorf Astoria 
offering theatre-nightclub package plans. 


VAUDEVILLE NOTES 


Gus Van heads Palace vaudeville 
bill, with Sondra, Arnold Dover making 
house debuts... "Salut a la France" will 
be new revue at Music Hall starting Sept 
15 with Rex Ramar and Eileen, Jean 
DuBois, George Sawtelle and David Pow- 
ell. 


THEATRE BOCK NOTES 


Recent published plays include 
Bus Stop(random House), Desperate 
Hours(Random House), Inherit the Wind, 
(Random House),.. "Four Plays by S.N. 
Behrman" published by Random House, 
..-''Town Hall Tonight" by Harlowe 
Hoyt published by Prentice Hall deals 
with grassroots days of US theatre. 


THEATRE FILM NOTES 


Summer and Smoke to be filmed by 
Hal Wallis for Paramount...MGM cast 
Ava Gardner, Howard Keel in musical 
version of "Anna Christie"... Noel Co- 
ward will star in Mike Todd's film of 
Around the World in 80 Days... "Gret- 
rude Lawrence as Mrs A" will be made 
into a film by Paramount. 


GREEN 


ROOM 


DEPARTMENT 


CRITICS NECESSARY?...Unless you are prepared to say that newspapers are not 
necessary, McClain, Journal American, believes drama critics are necessary. 
The critic, as he sees it, is only a reporter, employed to tell the readers whether 
this current event is worth the price of a seat. The potential theatre-goer has a 
right to be informed abwut it. 


COLUMN TIPS...ANTA will tour Brattle Theatre Othello in Europe, hears Lyons... 
Broadway worried about current female star who is drunk most of time, but 
manages to turn in fine performances nightly, repeats Winchell... Rodgers & 
Hammerstein will present Show Boat at Jones Beach next summer, notes Watt . 


LEGIT MUSIC... Fanny and Plain and Fancy scores have much in common, comments 
Post music editor Johnson. Both have music wedded to the books with a felicity 
which highlights the poignancy of the action while giving color and credence to 
the tales. 


DRAMA MAIL BOX... Arnold Saint-Subber paid tribute to the late Lemuel Ayres as 
a true gentlemen, in a note to Times... Leasing of big musical houses to TV was 
condemned as putting theatre booking problem back 20 years by a CD reader. 


CRITICAL THOUGHTS... Fanny press agent Dick Weaver tried, but failed, to get US 
Weather Bureau to name 6th hurricane of season after current employer, reports 
Davis, News... Equity was urged to take over a theatre and present all-star shows 
on a year round basis by Coleman, Mirror... Judith Anderson's desire to play 
Hamlet can at best be only a masquerade, at worst a burlesque, predicts Burr, 
Playbill. 


INTERVIEW HI-LITES... Circle in the Square head Ted Mann thought the current 
La Ronde would be a flop, he admitted to Herridge, Post. Now the group expects 
to keep it going through December. Group was also convinced the short lived 
The King and the Duke would be a long-run hit. 


PROS & CONS BY TMK 


Othello production by Brattle Spring Awakening presented at 
Players is a lively, colorful version. special Saturday matinee performances 
With but one exception the cast is per- by Theatre 12 is technically a well-done 
fect, the exception being William Mar- job. It has some moments of beauty in 
shall as the title character. Particul- the script, but they seem outweighed by 
arly in the final act the lead becomes moments of trite obscenity designed to 


very awkward and clumsly. shock. 


OFF 


BROADWAY 


Equity Library Theatre season opens 
Oct 19 with Boy Meets Girl at Lenox Hill 
Playhouse... Broadway Chapel Players 
open 3rd season Oct 9 with W B Yeats' 
The Hour Glass... Blackfriars Guild 
opens 15th season Oct 24 with Felix 
Doherty's Song Out of Sorrow... Shake- 
spearewrights open Oct 18 at Jan Hus 
with Macbeth... Marcel Marceau, the 
French mime, will be presented Sept 20 
to Oct 2 at Phoenix...J B Priestley's 
Dragon's Mouth will be presented by 
Proscenium Productions at Cherry Lane 
during October. 


Blanche Yurka, Edith Meiser, Larry 
Gats have joined The Carefree Tree due 
Oct ll at Phoenix... Theatre 12 presented 


THEATRE 


BOOK eCOMMENTS 


"Shakespeare Without Tears", Margaret 
Webster's biography enlarged and revised 
(World Publishing) was praised by Chapman, 
News. Director is an adroit and engaging 
writer, critic noted. She writes of the Bard 
with humor as well as devotion. 


"The Bishop's Bonfire" by Sean O'Casey 
(Macmillan) was rated by Atkinson, Times, 
as too much like a tract imposed on the char- 
acters but not drawn out of them. 


THEATRE 


TV Comments 


3 sell-out Saturday matinee performances 
of Frank Wedekind's Spring Awakening... 
Revamped edition of Dakota, a musical 
satire, being presented by Originals Only 


One Touch ot venus presented on NBC-TV 
drew split notices from TV critics. Tuck, 
Post, and Rose, Variety, found show with Jan- 
et Blair and Russell Nype diverting fun. While 


at Club Cinema, 430 Sixth Ave. ..Show- 
case Theatre will present George Whit- 
ney's The Last Minute for a week Oct 
10 at Finch Theatre, 52 E 78. 


is 


Mornings at Seven at Cherry Lane 
excellent in every department, raved Watts, 
Post. Critic admitted he enjoyed play more 
now than when he reviewed original 16 years 


ago. 


"YIDDISH THEATRE" 


Life Begins With Love opens at Bronx, 
Elsmere Sept 30...Wedding March which 
opens at Second Avenue Theatre Oct 15 
marks 50th anniversary in theatre of com- 
poser Joseph Rumshinsky... The Shepard 
King opens Oct 12 at DowntownNational... 
Highway Robbery opens Nov 7 at President 


Shanley, Times, Crosby, Herald Tribune, and 
Shalit, News, feared musical presented on 
Broadway l|2 years ago had aged in style 

and presentation. 


"THEATRE RECORD COMMENTS" 


Ethel Merman's "Memories" (Decca) 
featuring 40 songs from the 1890 period to 
the 1920's was applauded by Abel, Variety. 


CRITICAL DIGEST covers NYC legit 
theatre news, show books and show records. 
Comments digested from 50 publications. 
NYC and Out of Town tour critic and ticket 
reports, Special summer features. Perfect 
year round gift for every theatre-fan on 
your list. Published weekly. $25 per year. 
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